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large town, with broad walks and streets, and is supplied with
electricity from a hydro-electric station in the mountains.
The population of the Khakass Province is greater (270,655).
More than 40 per cent, of its inhabitants are engaged in
industrial occupations, living in mining settlements such as
those near Abakansk and Minussinsk. They are connected
with the large industrial regions by the railway line from the
latter town to Achinsk, on the Trans-Siberian Railway. The
expansion of Khakass economy is reflected in the increase in
population, and the development of social services. In this
formerly illiterate region there are now 340 schools.
In the foothills and more level land near the Altai the
Siberian farmers rarely live in scattered settlements. The
shortage of water in all the steppe areas compels them to
congregate in villages near the water-courses. The houses
are kept warm and airtight in winter by means of moss or
hemp packing between the partly shaped logs with which
they are built. Near each house there are sheds and cattle-
shelters, all enclosed by a high fence, while the kitchen garden
is surrounded by a wattle fence which an American traveller
has described as being "cow-tight, hog-tight, and chicken-
tight."
Industrial Towns
Kuznetsk, recently renamed Stalinsk, lies among meadows
and marshes in the broad valley formed by the junction of
the Tom and Kondoma rivers. It is the chief centre of the
Siberian steel industry. In 1939 its population was 169,538.
To the north are the towns of Belovo and Lenins^:, the latter
having 81,980 inhabitants. Still farther north, on the northern
edge of the coal basin, is Kemerovo (132,978), the centre for
coal-mining, coke-manufacturing, and the zinc, lead, and
chemical industries. The largest industrial town is Novo-
sibirsk, Its population now exceeds 400,000. It is a modern
city, with large new stone and ferro-concrete buildings of
the skyscraper type, broad streets, and well-planned parks
and gardens. The Novosibirsk College of Agricultural Science
is the central research and training institute for the whole of